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The Annual Connecticut Bar Association Awards Celebration

The Connecticut Bar Association’s 
traditional awards will be presented at 
the third annual “Celebrate with the 
Stars,” awards celebration on Thursday, 
April 14 at Aria in Prospect. 
 
Two years ago, we began a new tradi-
tion by hosting a separate awards event 
dedicated to recognizing Connecticut's 
top judges, lawyers, and professionals 
who make a difference through their 
work. Come mix and mingle with peers 
in a lively event setting as we honor the 
stars of our legal community who shine 
the brightest.

Register Before April 1 to Save!
Visit ctbar.org/2016cbastars or call 
(860)357-5992

John Eldred Shields Distinguished 
Professional Service Award

Hon. Lubbie Harper, Jr., 
Judge Trial Referee and 
Retired Associate Supreme Court Justice

Commitment

Criteria for Award:
• Member of the Connecticut Bar Association
• Performed outstanding service through or on behalf of the 

Connecticut Bar Association
• Such service to have benefitted members of the Connecticut 

Bar Association, the legal profession, or the community at 
large, and should cover a period of years and not be a single 
or isolated activity

The Honorable Lubbie Harper, Jr. currently serves as a judge tri-
al referee. He was nominated for a judicial appointment by Gov-
ernor John G. Rowland and was administered the oath of office 
as a superior court judge on July 7, 1997. Governor M. Jodi Rell 
nominated Justice Harper for elevation to the appellate court 
and the oath of office as an appellate court judge was adminis-
tered to him on January 26, 2005. Six years later, with Governor 
Dannel P. Malloy’s nomination for elevation to the Connecticut 
Supreme Court, he was sworn in as a justice on March 16, 2011.

Justice Harper is currently the chairman of the Commission on 
Racial and Ethnic Disparity in the Criminal Justice System as 
well as Connecticut's Representative to the National Consortium 
on Racial and Ethnic Fairness in the Courts. Additionally, he is a 
member of the Advisory Board for the Legal Studies Program at 

the University of New Haven and a par-
ticipant in the Judicial Branch's Speakers 
Bureau Program. Justice Harper is a for-
mer member of the Rules Committee of 
the Superior Court, a former participant 
in the Judicial Branch's Mentor Program, 
and a former member of the Board of Directors of the Connecti-
cut Judges Association.

Born and raised in New Haven, Justice Harper graduated from 
the University of New Haven with a BS in 1965. He obtained a 
master’s degree from the UConn School of Social Work in 1967 
and a JD from the UConn School of Law in 1975. Justice Harper 
served as president of the Board of Directors of the New Haven 
Legal Assistance Association for 12 years and a clinical tutor in 
the trial practice course at Yale University School of Law. 

Prior to his judicial appointment, Justice Harper was engaged in 
the private practice of law for over 20 years, specializing in liti-
gation, municipal finance, labor law, education and administra-
tive law, arbitration, and contract negotiations. He represented 
the New Haven Board of Education as its principal lawyer in all 
matters related to labor relations and education law for approx-
imately 20 years.
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Criteria for Award:
• Member of Connecticut Judiciary—federal or state court
• Epitomizes long-term, dedicated, conscientious service to the 

community in a judicial Role
• Demonstrates integrity
• Hard-working judge who labors long at duties
• Selfless in approach to demand of position
• Recognized legal ability of highest quality

The Honorable Antonio C. Robaina was appointed to the Supe-
rior Court in 1998 and is currently assigned to the Harford Judi-
cial District as the presiding civil judge. From 2005 to 2010, he 
was the administrative judge in the Windham Judicial District; 
previously, Judge Robaina served as the presiding judge for civil 
matters in the New Haven Judicial District, as well as the assis-
tant administrative judge. In 2002, Judge Robaina was the pre-
siding judge for family matters in the Hartford Judicial District. 
He is one of the few judges who have served in a presiding role 
in civil, criminal, and family, and has served in judicial districts 
throughout the state as a trial judge in those same areas. 

From 1979 to 1998, Judge Robaina was engaged in general prac-
tice in New Haven, which included plaintiff ’s personal injury, in-
surance defense, criminal defense, immigration law, and family 

matters. He currently serves as a mem-
ber of the adjunct faculty at Quinnipiac 
University. 

Judge Robaina was one of the original 
founders and a member of the Board of 
Directors of the Connecticut Hispanic 
Bar Association and has served as the chairman of the Diversity 
Award Committee for the Lawyer’s Collaborative for Diversity. 
He has been a member of the Rules Committee of the judges of 
the superior court, and a number of other committees for the 
Judicial Branch and various bar organizations.

Judge Robaina has dedicated much of his time as a mediator in a 
variety of capacities. He has participated in the externship pro-
grams at both the University of Connecticut School of Law and 
Quinnipiac University Law School, has mentored law school stu-
dents through the Connecticut Hispanic Bar Association Men-
toring Program, and has mentored other judges in the Judicial 
Branch mentoring program. Judge Robaina has served as the 
co-chair of a bench/bar committee with respect to medical mal-
practice cases as well as the co-chair of the CBA Task Force for 
the Study of a Mentoring Program, which explored the establish-
ment of a mandatory mentoring program for new lawyers in the 
state of Connecticut.

Henry J. Naruk Judiciary Award Hon. Antonio C. Robaina, 
Hartford District Superior Court

Integrity

Criteria for Award:
• Member of the Connecticut Bar Association
• A judge, attorney, or paralegal who has made a significant 

contribution to a charitable or public service cause that does 
not involve professional legal skills, but provides inspiration 
and contributes to the needy, the good of society, the environ-
ment, or our way of life

• These activities have been undertaken on a non-professional, 
charitable basis with little or no personal economic reward, 
and some personal sacrifice

Superior Court Judge Maurice B. Mosley was appointed to the 
bench by Governor Dannel Malloy in March 2013. He currently 
serves as a juvenile judge in New Haven, where he handles child 
protection and delinquency matters.

Judge Mosley received a BS from South Carolina State Univer-
sity in Business Administration, an MS from Central Connecticut 
University in elementary education, and a JD from the Universi-
ty of Connecticut. Upon finishing law school in 1975, he was ap-
pointed executive assistant to the Connecticut State Treasurer.

Prior to his appointment to the bench, Judge Mosley served as 
counsel to the Waterbury School Department where he handled 

school expulsions, contract matters, and 
special education hearings. For 30 years, 
Judge Mosley was the owner and man-
aging partner of the law firm Mosley & 
Sinclair, which specialized in real estate 
and transactional matters.

He served five terms as state representative in the Connecticut 
General Assembly. While in the General Assembly, Judge Mosley 
was chair of the General Law Committee, vice chair of the Judi-
ciary Committee, and chair of the Connecticut Legislative Black 
Caucus. Additionally, as a registered lobbyist at the state capital 
in Hartford for eight years, he lobbied for a myriad of groups, 
including the Distilled Spirits Association of America.

A Waterbury native, Judge Mosley taught elementary school in 
Waterbury for four years. In 1992, Judge Mosley and his broth-
er Ernest founded the Waterbury Granville Academy, an after 
school program that is designed to teach urban students finance 
and entrepreneurial skills. The academy works with students 
from second grade to 12th grade. Over 90 percent of Granville 
Academy graduates go on to higher education. 

Citizen of the Law Award Hon. Maurice B. Mosley, 
New Haven District Superior Court

Service

http://www.granvillewtby.org/
http://www.quinnipiac.edu/academics/colleges-schools-and-departments/college-of-arts-and-sciences/departments-and-faculty/department-of-legal-studies/about-our-faculty/legal-studies-faculty/faculty-detail/?School=LA&Dept=LE&Person=14894
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Criteria for Award:
• Member of the CBA who has contributed greatly to the legal 

education of his or her colleagues, as a member of the faculty; 
a clinical instructor; or an adjunct instructor at UConn Law 
School, Quinnipiac Law School, Yale Law School, or Western 
New England Law School 

• Must have a minimum of ten years of teaching experience at 
one or more of the four schools listed, or at least ten years as 
an attorney admitted to the Connecticut Bar

• Demonstrated a sustained commitment and made significant 
contributions to the cause of legal education over a period of 
years and not be a single or isolated activity

• Distinguished himself or herself as a legal educator of the 
highest quality as a teacher, scholarly writer, or both

Marilyn Ward Ford obtained a BA in Economics from Southern 
Illinois University and earned her JD from Rutgers Law School. 
Her professional career, prior to becoming a law professor, in-
cluded positions with Legal Services in New York City, Sage Gray 
Todd & Sims, Curtis Mallet-Prevost Colt & Mosle, the New York 
City Human Rights Commission, and Continental Oil Company.

Currently a professor at Quinnipiac University School of Law, she 
previously acted as a visiting scholar at Yale Law School, is an 

American Council of Education Fellow at 
the University of Pennsylvania, and has 
taught at Rutgers Law School. Professor 
Ford has served on the board of directors 
or in leadership capacities in organiza-
tions both nationally and statewide.

In addition to directing clinical programs and teaching courses, 
Professor Ford has continued to practice law. She has litigated 
cases taken through the law school’s clinic and pro bono cases 
for various community organizations. Additionally, she has been 
lead counsel in several major litigation matters. Her pro bono lit-
igation has included work for community organizations, senior 
citizens, Harlem Assertion of Rights, Connecticut Legal Services, 
and various programs that serve disadvantaged people and at 
risk youth. She represented the Eyak Tribe of southeastern Alas-
ka in the effort to save its ancestral land and preserve its heri-
tage and culture; won an award for a retired elderly person who 
had been wrongfully denied pension benefits; was lead counsel 
in Mollison v. Societe Nationale Elf Aquitaine; obtained an injunc-
tion against a French conglomerate to prevent modification of 
retirement and health benefits for retirees of Texas Gulf, Inc.; 
and was counsel for a tribe in the Oneida Indian land claim case.

Tapping Reeve 
Legal Educator 

Marilyn J. Ford, Professor of Law, 
Quinnipiac University School of Law

Education

Edward F. Hennessey
William F. Dow III, 
Jacobs & Dow LLC

Civility

Criteria for Award:
• Member of the Connecticut Bar
• Dedicated to the highest ideals and standards of the 
 legal profession
• Inspires greater professionalism among lawyers and pride in 

the profession
• Demonstrates integrity, character, competence, ethics, civility, 

and mentoring over the course of his or her career
• Enhanced public perception of the legal profession.

Willie Dow is an attorney at Jacobs & Dow LLC in New Haven, 
where his practice focuses on criminal and white collar defense 
in both state and federal courts. Attorney Dow has represented 
clients in cases ranging from homicide and crimes of violence, 
drug offenses and theft, to sophisticated white collar litiga-
tion. He has defended individuals and organizations in the trial 
courts and has argued appeals in the Connecticut Supreme and 
Appellate Courts and the Federal Courts of Appeals in the Sec-
ond, Third and District of Colombia Circuits. 

Attorney Dow has been a lecturer in trial practice at Yale Law 
School for more than 30 years. For the last ten years, he has also 
co-taught a course on forensic science at Quinnipiac University 
School of Law with Drs. Henry Lee and Elaine Pagliaro. 

After graduating from the University of 
Pennsylvania Law School, he worked 
with legal services programs in Florida 
and Washington, DC. He then served with 
the Public Defender Service in the Dis-
trict of Columbia for four years, ultimate-
ly serving as Chief of the Juvenile Court Division. Attorney Dow 
returned to Connecticut as an Assistant United States Attorney 
for the District of Connecticut before entering private practice.

Attorney Dow has been chair of CBA Criminal Justice Section and 
is currently a member of the executive committees of the Crimi-
nal Justice and Federal Practice Sections. He also served two-
terms as president of the Connecticut Criminal Defense Lawyers 
Association and has co-chaired the annual Criminal Litigation 
Seminar sponsored by the Connecticut Trial Lawyers Associa-
tion for the past 20 years. He is also a fellow of the America Col-
lege of Trial Lawyers.

He has been appointed by the Governor to the Judicial Selec-
tion Committee and serves a member of the Connecticut Judicial 
Branch Criminal Division Task Force. He has also served on the 
Drafting Committee of the Evidence Code adopted by the Judges 
of the Superior Court. He was appointed by the Chief Justice of 
the Connecticut Supreme Court to the Client Security Fund.

http://www.jacobslaw.com/Attorneys/William-F-Dow-Iii.shtml
http://www.quinnipiac.edu/academics/colleges-schools-and-departments/school-of-law/faculty/school-of-law-faculty/faculty-detail/?Person=526
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Charles J. Parker Legal 
Services Award

David Pels, 
Greater Hartford Legal Aid 

Criteria for Award:
• Member of the Connecticut Bar Association
• Should have deep and abiding interest in and dedication to 

delivery of legal services to the disadvantaged in Connecticut
• Has given selflessly of themselves in advancing the goal of 

providing legal services to all Connecticut residents, and 
should cover a period of years and not be a single or isolated 
activity

David Pels has devoted his entire career to providing legal ser-
vices to economically challenged people in Connecticut. Since 
1974, he has worked for legal services programs where he has 
represented thousands of low income individuals and families 
throughout Greater Hartford. His interest has always been in the 
area of housing law, particularly tenants facing eviction from 
their homes, and was appointed by the governor to the Con-
necticut Advisory Committee on Housing Matters. Attorney Pels 
began working as a staff attorney at the Waterbury Legal Aid 
and Referral Service and later worked at Neighborhood Legal 
Services in Hartford. For the past 17 years, he has worked at 
Greater Hartford Legal Aid.

Through his work on both individual cases and class actions, 
judicial decisions have strengthened tenant rights by permit-
ting tenants to use the Connecticut Unfair Trade Practices Act; 
requiring landlords to purchase smoke detectors; preventing 

the ejectment of unnamed tenants in 
foreclosure cases; requiring relocation 
assistance to tenants displaced by code 
enforcement; strengthening protections 
against retaliatory evictions; enforcing 
the right to attorney’s fees for prevailing 
tenants in eviction cases; enforcing “good cause” protections 
for senior and disabled tenants as well as tenants in subsidized 
housing; and promoting procedural protections for tenants in 
eviction cases. He has also represented tenant associations dur-
ing redevelopment by housing authorities. 

Attorney Pels has provided training on housing issues for legal 
services attorneys, state and local government agencies, non-
profit groups, and the Connecticut Bar Association. As a mem-
ber of the CBA’s Pro Bono Committee, he has worked to promote 
pro bono support and involvement by the private bar and has 
helped develop training materials and sample pleadings to en-
courage pro bono participation through CBA programs such as 
the Law Works for People Project.

In addition, Attorney Pels was a founding member of the Con-
necticut Legal Services Staff Association, president of the Neigh-
borhood Legal Services Staff Association, and is a current mem-
ber of the Greater Hartford Legal Aid Attorneys Union.

Dedication

Young Lawyers Section 
Vanguard Award

Dynamic
Eamonn S. Wisneski ,
The Hartford Financial Services Group, Inc.

Criteria for Award:
• A current or recent alum (up to three years back) of the CBA 

YLS Executive Committee
• Outstanding and significant contributions to the YLS and the 

bar association in general over a prolonged time period
• An individual who, despite not pursuing an officer position, 

assumed a leadership role in the YLS and whose progressive 
and forward thinking ideas have benefitted all CBA members

Eamonn S. Wisneski is a subrogation consultant at The Hartford 
where he is responsible in an oversight capacity for all sub-
rogation matters on workers’ compensation major case files; 
provides direction, strategy, and expertise on the subrogation 
aspects of these files; and is directly accountable for hands-on 
claim management and the outcome of the most complex WC 
subrogation cases. Prior to this role, he litigated personal injury 
and workers’ compensation cases throughout Connecticut and 
was a clerk in the Middlesex Judicial District.  

A member of the CBA-YLS Executive Committee since 2011, he 
has served as co-chair of the YLS Litigation Committee and cur-
rently serves as external relations director. Some his notable 

projects include conceiving and organiz-
ing the "Courthouse Tour" Series along 
with the “What I Wish I Knew as a Young 
Litigator That I Know Now" Series, which 
featured prominent speakers such as 
Chief Justice Chase T. Rogers and Attorney 
General George Jepsen; organizing numerous CLEs focused on 
helping young lawyers hone their litigation skills; organizing 
and participating in YLS public service initiatives, including vis-
iting schools to speak out against bullying; helping mulch and 
otherwise beautify the Trees of Honor Veterans’ Memorial prior 
to Veterans’ Day; contributing his legal knowledge to articles 
for Connecticut Lawyer magazine; and organizing social events 
to promote young attorney networking. More recently, as he 
evolves from young lawyer to a less young lawyer, Attorney Wis-
neski has placed an emphasis on mentoring younger executive 
committee members and encouraging them to service the bar.

Attorney Wisneski has been consistently recognized for his 
work with the CBA-YLS, including receipt of the Public Service 
Award (2014-2015 bar year), the Chair's Award (2013-2014 
bar year), and the Star of the Year Award (2012-2013 bar year). 

http://www.ghla.org/
https://www.thehartford.com/business-insurance/financial-services
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Criteria for Award:
• Current or former Connecticut resident or other significant 

and meaningful relationship to Connecticut
• Usually non-lawyer
• Distinguished self in his or her profession
• Made significant contribution to society. This contribution 

should be in addition to or outside of a candidate’s area of 
endeavor.

• Mandatory that recipient attends the Annual Dinner of Con-
necticut Bar Association to accept award

Sisters Maureen Faenza and Theresa Fonti are co-founders and 
co-directors of House of Bread in Hartford, which provides ur-
ban ministry to the economically disadvantaged in the Hartford 
area. The organization was founded over 35 years ago with the 
dream of feeding the underprivileged and meeting the basic 
needs of Hartford’s most economically disadvantaged. Starting 
from the most humble of beginnings, the sisters have expand-
ed their initial project to include programs focusing on hunger, 
shelter, transitional living, affordable housing, education, a thrift 
shop, and job training for both children and adults. 

Today, the House of Bread is a $1.5 million enterprise with 22 
full- and part-time staff and about 150 to 200 volunteers that 

serves some 1,500 meals per week 
without any charge or any inquiry 
as to status. Plus, Sisters Faenza and 
Fonti established the Kids' Café as 
part of the House of Bread, which 
provides a hot dinner each school 
day for over 600 children. 

House of Bread also provides transitional housing for men and 
women in substance abuse recovery programs; a day shelter; 
Helping our Mothers through Education (HOME), where women 
with children can prepare for their GEDs and receive child care; 
child mentoring; English and refugee services through Jubliee 
House; job training through its Food Education and Service 
Training program (FEAST); and a thrift shop.

Sister Faenza and Sister Fonti have also been instrumental in es-
tablishing the Ed O’Neil House, which is comprised of 27 units 
of affordable housing for the working poor and families and/or 
individuals who are living in transitional housing and preparing 
to move into permanent housing.

Sisters Faenza and Fonti are a sponsored ministry of their com-
munity, the Sisters of St. Joseph. The sponsorship ensures the 
mission will continue after they're gone.

Distinguished Public 
Service Award

Sister Maureen Faenza and 
Sister Theresa Fonti, House of Bread

Contribution

Criteria for Award:
• A person who is not employed in the legal area
• Significant contribution to the institution of justice and the 

law on a voluntary basis
• Activities undertaken to advance the law for purely beneficial 

reasons, with little or no personal reward, and some personal 
sacrifice

Father Manship is the pastor of St. Rose of Lima Church in Fair 
Haven, a Spanish-speaking, predominantly Latino congrega-
tion that serves as a gathering place for New Haven's immigrant 
community. In addition to leading a church that provides essen-
tial services to this community, Father Manship has long been 
seen as an advocate for immigrants in this area and has been a 
voice against oppression and marginalization. As a champion of 
the community, he helped make college a reality for youth who 
were interested but had both merit- and financial-based con-
cerns about obtaining an advanced degree. 

In 2009, he filmed a hostile interaction be-
tween the East Haven police department 
and Hispanic storeowners who were part 
of his congregation; in response, the po-
lice arrested him, and the video eventu-
ally led to a complaint to the U.S. Justice 
Department that Latino residents and business owners were be-
ing harassed by the East Haven police in violation of their civil 
rights. A federal civil suit was brought against the department, 
resulting in an indictment in 2013. 

Father Manship is a native of East Hartford and has a degree 
in mechanical engineering from the University of Connecticut. 
Before beginning his journey to priesthood, he worked in engi-
neering for more than four years. In 2011, Father Manship was 
named "Person of the Year" by the New Haven Register. He has 
tirelessly advocated for the people of his community—no mat-
ter the denomination—whether it be through a local impact or 
through a higher court.

Citizen for the 
Law Award

Father James Manship,
St. Rose Lima Church

Inspiration

http://www.strosechurch.com/
http://hobread.org/
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The Honorable Anthony V. DeMayo Pro Bono Award

Devotion

The Connecticut Bar Association Pro Bono Committee is pleased to announce the 
winners of The Anthony V. DeMayo Pro Bono Award for 2016. The award is named in 
honor of The Honorable Anthony V. DeMayo, who tirelessly fought for fundamental 
fairness and championed the legal rights of the poor and accused. The award recogniz-
es CBA members who volunteer for the Pro Bono Network. The recipients are selected 
based on their demonstrated dedication to the provision of legal services without ex-
pectation of payment to those in need.

Linda Bulkovitch 

Linda Bulkovitch has worked as a 
regulatory associate for Pfizer Inc. 
as well as for local municipalities 
and school districts. Recently, she 
opened up her own practice, Bulko-
vitch Law LLC, which focuses on 
divorce and family law, estates and 
probate, elder law, real estate clos-

ings, foreclosures, and fraud.  

Attorney Bulkovitch’s participation in the CBA includes mem-
bership in the Estates and Probate, Labor and Employment 
Law, and Litigation Sections. She also serves on the executive 
committee for the Elder Law Section and the Young Lawyers 
Section, where she is co-chair of the Elder Law Committee. 
This past July, Attorney Bulkovitch was recognized as a "Rook-
ie of the Year" by CBA-YLS for her notable contributions and 
participation in education programming. 

This past year, Attorney Bulkovitch has proven to be to be a 
driven, dedicated advocate for the clients of the Connecticut 
Veteran’s Legal Center. She tackled a variety of complicated le-
gal issues, ranging from a family case addressing divorce and 
visitation rights to VA benefits work. She was also instrumen-
tal in resolving a challenging and sensitive family matter for a 
young Iraq War army veteran who suffers from PTSD. "These 
cases are, in my experience, complex and complicated, and I 
enjoy challenges," said Attorney Bulkovitch about why she vol-
unteered to take on this case. She further commented, "I also 
enjoy the benefits of being able to wade through those com-
plexities and make a difference in someone's life who finally 
has the right diagnosis and the right treatment. I was glad to 
help this father and veteran put everything back in order. He 
now has a new chapter in his life, gainfully employed at the 
Veterans' Administration.”

Attorney Bulkovitch continues to volunteer for the Connecti-
cut Veterans Legal Center, Statewide Legal Services, and for 
the Connecticut Judicial Branch's Foreclosure Clinics. She has 
also earned her accreditation as a veteran affairs claims at-
torney and volunteers her time assisting veterans with their 
disability claims.

Craig Coulombe

Craig Coulombe is an attorney adviser 
at the Office of Disability Adjudication 
and Review (ODAR), a component of 
the Social Security Administration, in 
New Haven. Before joining ODAR, he 
was an associate at the Law Office of 
Charles Kurmay in Stratford, where he 
practiced criminal defense, and was a 

legal research law clerk for the judges of the Connecticut Supe-
rior Court in Middletown.

His passion for pro bono work began in law school, where he 
was a student-attorney in the landlord-tenant clinic assisting in-
digent tenants facing eviction. Attorney Coulombe is a member 
of the CBA Pro Bono Committee and regularly provides legal as-
sistance on behalf of Statewide Legal Services (SLS) since 2012.

By participating in SLS's "Thunderdome" Divorce Training, At-
torney Coulombe represented a low income mother throughout 
her divorce proceeding. He also actively volunteers in the SLS 
Pro Bono Security Deposit Clinics providing in-person legal as-
sistance to low income men and women struggling to get back 
their security deposits. Committed to reaching low income pro 
bono clients who are unable to meet in-person, Attorney Cou-
lombe also participates in SLS’s Call4Law program, offering ini-
tial advice and brief legal services to low income clients faced 
with consumer law issues.

“His outstanding volunteerism and dedication to closing the ac-
cess to justice gap is evident by his willingness to connect with 
low income pro bono clients via telephone and in-person,” said 
Ashleigh M. Backman, pro bono attorney manager at SLS. 

More recently, Attorney Coulombe volunteered to assist clients 
of the Susan B. Anthony Project with obtaining civil domestic 
violence restraining orders. He also served as a law enforcement 
specialist in the United States Air Force.

 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/linda-bulkovitch-4b5a379a
https://www.ssa.gov/appeals/about_odar.html
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Peter R. Knight 

Peter Knight is a partner                                     
in Robinson+Cole’s environmen-
tal group, where he focuses on en-
vironmental litigation, defense of 
agency enforcement actions, and 
regulatory matters. He regularly 
assists clients with private cost 
recovery and complex multiparty 

CERCLA cases and class actions, as well as environmental re-
mediation projects. Attorney Knight is a member of the CBA 
Environmental Law Section.

Attorney Knight has been a volunteer for Lawyers for Children 
America for a few years. In spite of a heavy caseload, he has 
continued to make time to handle at least one case for the or-
ganization over the years. Caroline A. Baird, full-time program 
director of Lawyers for Children America in Connecticut, char-
acterized Attorney Knight’s participation in the organization: 
“Peter always goes above and beyond in his representation of 
his child client.…I think Peter is very deserving of this award 
because of the outstanding work he does for Lawyers for Chil-
dren, representing children who would otherwise not have a 
voice.”

Isabella M. Squicciarini 

Isabella Squicciarini is a partner 
in Carmody Torrance Sandak & 
Hennessey's litigation group. For 
over 15 years, she has practiced in 
the areas of medical malpractice 
defense, medical products liabil-
ity defense, and personal injury/
wrongful death defense. Attorney 

Squicciarini represents clients in state and federal courts in 
various matters. In addition, she also represents physicians 
and hospitals in Department of Public Health investigations.

Attorney Squicciarini served for many years as a member of 
the Board of Directors of Connecticut Legal Services. In late 
2014, she began developing a pro bono project to enlist law-
yers from her firm in regular representation of low income 
victims of domestic violence in need of restraining orders in 
the Waterbury court. Attorney Squicciarini brought together 
legal aid, court personnel, and the local Safe Haven domestic 
violence shelter first to get agreement on the project struc-
ture, and then to train the attorneys at Carmody Torrance 
Sandak & Hennessey LLP. By the middle of 2015, the project 
was actively taking referrals and cases from the Safe Haven 
Shelter. Nine attorneys from the firm have been trained for the 
project which fits well with efforts by legal aid, the bar, and ju-
diciary to develop efforts that create pro bono practice groups 
in firms, which can be trained by legal aid but don't require 
ongoing legal aid resources.

The Honorable Anthony V. DeMayo Pro Bono Award

Devotion

Embezzlement. Fraud. White-collar crime. Business Litigation.  
Unfortunately, these are very real aspects of today’s business 
environment. Fortunately, we eliminate the question marks  
to help uncover the truth.

Forensic Accounting Services, LLC
Piecing together financial puzzles®

“So, where’d  
   the money go?”

2389 Main Street, Glastonbury, CT 06033 | 860-659-6550

Learn how at: www.ForensicAccountingServices.com

®

Write for 
Connecticut Lawyer 

Magazine!

Contact 
editor@ctbar.org
with submissions or 

topic ideas.
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