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On August 26, Governor Dan-
nel Malloy joined Mayor Erin 
Stewart for a walking tour 
of New Britain to speak with 
business owners in the city 
about economic development 
and job growth. As part of his 
tour of the city, he stopped by 
the CBA Law Center and met 
with Executive Director Doug 
Brown and staff. CL

Gov. Malloy visits the Law Center

CBA member Attorney Eric Hard was featured on Fox 
Connecticut regarding the recent “deflategate” contro-
versy surrounding New England Patriots football star 
Tom Brady. Playfully referred to as “the legal quarter-
back,” Attorney Hard provided the latest on the case to 
anchor Brent Hardin during the evening news on August 
12. He was interviewed again on September 3 after the 
highly anticipated ruling erasing Brady’s four game sus-
pension was announced by U.S. District Judge Richard 
Berman. CL

Hard Times for Deflategate
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Benefits of Section Membership
The section allows members to help create new programs, legis-
lation, and other initiatives to help our military and veteran com-

Section Spotlight: veterans and 
Military Affairs Section

munity.  Many members of the section are veterans themselves 
from a variety of service branches, but veteran status is not a 
requirement and many of our most valuable members have no 
prior military experience.  The section also hosts a variety of in-
teresting speakers, training opportunities, and other informative 
events throughout the year.

Upcoming Vetrans and Military Affairs 
Section Initiatives
This year, the Veterans and Military Affairs Section will focus on 
initiatives to allow military spouses with professional licenses 
to be recognized in their spouse’s place of military duty, allow-
ing military spouses to continue their careers and improve qual-
ity of life for military families, They will also host a number of 
speakers, including, but not limited to, representatives of the 
West Haven VA Hospital, instructors at the Defense Institute of 
International Legal Studies, and other informative professionals.  
They will continue to monitor pending legislation affecting the 
military and veteran community and provide valuable insight 
to these bills as they arise, as well as will take an active role in 
the Connecticut Veteran’s Stand Down, and continue to provide 
training on representing veteran clients. CL

The	Veterans	and	Military	Affairs	Section	hosts	 its	annual	event,	Stand	
Down,	as	one	way	to	reach	out	to	veterans.
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lawyerconnect
Listserv	communication	is	back	in	a	big	way!	Whether	
you	want	to	join	or	start	a	discussion,	SideBar	takes	
traditional online communication to a new level with:
•  Enhanced listserv functionality your way, via 
 e-mail or online
• Preferences that put you in control of your inbox
• An open forum feature for outside group 
 discussion
• Access to past discussions that generate a 
 dynamic library of expertise

Get Connected Today
SideBar	is	now	accessible	in	all	of	the	groups	you	
are	a	member	of.	To	get	started,	simply	visit	any	of	
your	group	pages	by	logging	in	at	ctbar.org.	

Introducing SideBar: Enhanced Listserv 
Communication Exclusively for CBA Members
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Dana	M.	Hrelic	(second	from	the	left,	pictured	with	ABA-YLD	officers)	was	
elected	Secretary	of	the	ABA-YLD.

There have been several reports of fraudulent activity via e-mail 
spoofing (e-mail messages with a forged sender address). The 
fraud most commonly occurs in wire transactions for large sums 
of money, especially in real estate transactions, and the latest 
scams go beyond an outside party providing wiring instructions. 

In this scam, the hackers are able to gain access to an e-mail 
account and obtain all necessary information that would al-
low them to assume another identity (such as your client). The 
hackers can then insert themselves in the wire transfer process 
and issue instructions to redirect funds. Even with a multi-level 
authentication system that entails both a telephone call and an 

Protect Yourself and Your 
Clients from E-mail Spoofing

e-mail is still susceptible to fraud since hackers can and will call 
you to confirm the wiring instructions.

To help protect yourself and your firm from this type of fraud, al-
ways initiate any telephone calls regarding the confirmation of a 
wire transfer to ensure you are directly dealing with your client. 
Do not look to the wire confirmation e-mail for a telephone num-
ber or other contact information—always be sure to verify client 
contact information in your client file. Also consider talking with 
your malpractice insurance carrier to know your coverage and 
get additional tips to protect yourself. CL

YLS Makes Splash at ABA Annual Meeting
The Connecticut Bar Association Young Lawyers Section 
(CBA-YLS) came out of the 2015 ABA Annual Meeting in 
Chicago with two significant achievements. The group was 
presented with Diversity Award and the group’s Chair-elect, 
Dana M. Hrelic (second from left pictured with officers above) 
was elected Secretary of the Young Lawyers Division.

Placing first in their division, the Diversity Award was given in 
recognition of the section’s Youth Law Academy held this past 
May. The program was designed to educate students about 
the law and to encourage them to consider a career in the 
legal profession. Over 150 students from across the state at-
tended the event held at Quinnipiac University School of Law 
in North Haven where they heard from judges, lawyers, and 
law school faculty.

As secretary for the American Bar Association Young Law-
yers Division (ABA-YLD), Dana Hrelic is the chief clerical and 
recording officer. She will eventually lead the group as chair 
during the 2017-2018 bar year and will be only the third 
member from Connecticut to serve in that role. At last year’s 
annual meeting, Hrelic was recognized as Star of the Quarter 
by ABA-YLD for outstanding her work, which lead to her sub-
sequently earning a Star of the Year distinction.

In addition to her involvement in CBA-YLS, Hrelic also holds 
membership in the executive committee for the Appellate Ad-
vocacy Section and is a member of the Litigation Section as 
well as the Pro Bono Committee. Hrelic practices in the ar-
eas of civil litigation and appellate matters as an attorney and 
Partner at Horton Shields & Knox PC in Hartford. CL

YLS	 Executive	 Commit-
tee member Joanna Kor-
nafel proudly displays the       
Diversity	Award	presented	
to	the	section	at	the	ABA	
Annual	Meeting.
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Peers & Cheers E-mail editor@ctbar.org with submissions for the Peers & Cheers section

The Honorable Arnold W. Aronson was honored by the First 
Company of the Governor’s Foot Guard for his service in WWII. 
He served in the Pacific Theater (Philippines and New Guinea) 
at the time victory was declared over Japan. Judge Aronson was 
also recognized for his 33 years of judicial service to the State of 
Connecticut and his continued service as a judge trial referee in 
the Tax and Administrative Appeals Court. Judge Aronson is cur-
rently a major (USA retired).

Laura D’Addabbo has joined the Insurance and Liti-
gation and Dispute Resolution Practice Groups at Hal-
loran & Sage LLP. Attorney D’Addabbo’s practice is 
focused on defending personal injury cases such as 
motor vehicle accidents and premises liability. Her 
practice also includes dram shop actions, professional 
liability defense in regard to insurance agents and 

brokers, and workers’ compensation matters.

Murtha Cullina LLP is pleased to welcome Nisha 
Kapur as an associate in the Business and Finance 
Department. Attorney Kapur represents clients in the 
area of general corporate law. She is a member of the 
Firm’s Community Banking Practice Group and is ac-
tive with the Entrepreneur Group.

Louis J Martocchio, of Martocchio & Oliveira LLC, has been 
named as the assistant town attorney for Southington for his 
second term.

John Montalbano has been elected the president of 
the Middlesex County Bar Association. Attorney Mon-
talbano practices personal injury and workers’ com-
pensation law in Middletown at Montalbano Law LLC 
and is also Of Counsel to the general practice firm of 
Raczka & Raczka in Middletown.

Nuzzo & Roberts LLC is pleased to announce Stacey L. Pitcher 
is a partner in the firm. She represents companies, individuals, 
and municipalities in employment matters in state, federal, and 
appellate courts as well as administrative agencies such as the 
Connecticut Commission on Human Rights and Opportunities, 
Equal Employment Opportunities Commission, and Workers 
Compensation Commission.

Baillie & Hershman PC is pleased to announce that 
Joette Trinh has joined the firm where she will focus 
her practice on real estate matters.

Jackson Lewis PC is pleased to welcome Shareholder Richard 
Vitarelli to the firm’s Hartford office. Attorney Vitarelli repre-
sents clients across a broad spectrum of industries in labor re-
lations, collective bargaining, and union organizing matters as 
well as the employment law aspects of mergers and acquisitions, 
corporate restructuring, and contract administration. CL
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lawyerconnect

LawyerConnect	is	a	publicly	accessible	online	
directory	that	allows	people	to	search	for	CBA	
attorney members by:
• Name
• Employer/Firm Name
• Location
• Practice Area
• And More!
The	general	public	can	now	tap	in	to	the	largest	
network of attorneys in the state by visiting 
ctbar.org/lawyerconnect.

Select	information	contained	in	your	CBA	member	profile	will	
be	available	in	this	directory,	unless	you	choose	to	opt	out.
More	information	on	LawyerConnect,	including	a	video	tutorial	
on	updating	the	visibility	settings	for	your	member	profile,	is	
available	at	ctbar.org.

Get connected with potential clients.
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