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June 2, 2015 marked the Connecticut Bar 
Association’s 140th anniversary. Since its 
creation in 1875, the CBA has been in-
strumental in developing and improving 
court rules and providing quality educa-
tional and networking opportunities for 
its members. Through its members, the 
CBA is dedicated to promoting public ser-
vice and advancing the principles of law 
and justice.

Over the next century, the CBA began nu-
merous programs to provide benefits and 
resources to members and to improve 
the practice of law. These programs in-
cluded a formal and dynamic continuing 
legal education program (CLE); the Con-
necticut Bar Journal, the organization’s 

the CBA’s history, particularly during the 
early years of Connecticut Lawyer. CL

For more in-depth information about 
the history of the Connecticut Bar As-
sociation, see Victor M. Gordon’s, “A His-
tory of the First One Hundred Years 
of the Connecticut Bar Association: 
1875-1975,” 49 Conn. Bar. Journal 201 
(1975) and Edward L. Johnson, Jr.’s, “Con-
necticut Bar Association History: 1975-
2000,” 75 Conn. Bar. Journal 185 (2001). 
 
Visit ctbar.org/HeinOnlineArchives to 
view archives of the Connecticut Bar 
Journal (since 1927) and Connecticut 
Lawyer magazine (since 1990). 

official publication; Connecticut Lawyer 
magazine; the Connecticut Council of 
Bar Presidents; substantive law sections; 
and committees. In 1987, the CBA hired 
its first full-time lobbyist to serve as the 
members’ voice at the state Capitol and 
has since expanded this benefit “to en-
courage good legislation to the extent that 
partisan interests are not served thereby 
and to discourage bad legislation.”

The organization’s main publications, 
Connecticut Lawyer magazine and the 
Connecticut Bar Journal have served to 
provide historic context of both the legal 
profession and the association over the 
years. These pages highlight a selection 
of some of the happenings throughout 

Cheers to 140 Years

William Hamersley, a founder of 
the connecticut Bar Associa-
tion in 1875.

Origen S. Seymour, first president 
of the cBA.

https://ctbar.site-ym.com/?page=HeinOnlineArchives
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Cheers to 140 Years

Connecticut Lawyer began in a newsletter 
format, orignally called News Items, with the 
mission to keep members up-to-date on the 
happenings of the association.



Past issues of the Connecticut Bar Journal, which 
was established in 1927.
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In 1975, the cBA celebrated its 100th anniversary and adopted a new logo representing “equal 
justice through law.” Nearly 30 years later, at the 2003 cBA Annual Meeting, the organization’s 
current logo was unveiled, which underscored the cBA’s stature as a comprehensive organiza-
tion comprised of lawyers from a wide variety of practice areas and diverse backgrounds—all 
working under one umbrella to enhance the legal profession.
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