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The legislative session ended at mid-
night on June 3. However, the legislature 
was still not settled with the budget, its 
“implementers,” tax structures and caps, 
spending and taxing and spending more, 
excessive force, second chance, land con-
veyances, among other items. The busi-
ness community spoke out as did the 
charter schools, the social service net-
works, the hospitals, and the municipali-
ties. Everyone is effected by the budget. 

After a few weeks of trade-offs by the 
state’s Democrats and the Governor’s of-
fice, the state budget was amended and 
presented with its implementers to the 
General Assembly at its special session 
on June 29. With lengthy discussion by 
the Republicans expressing both their 
displeasure and their legislative intent, 
SB1062 (budget) and SB1502 (imple-
menter) passed both chambers with a 
couple of additional amendments. The 
governor signed both bills on June 30.

Not included in the budget was the taxing 
of legal services. Both Massachusetts and 
Florida had previously passed such legis-
lation and enacted the taxing of legal ser-
vices, but shortly thereafter rescinded the 
legislation; it didn’t work there. Though it 
is a thought to the legislature sometimes, 
our legislature understands right now 
that it will not work here.

After almost 50 years, the legislature 
unanimously adopted the Connecticut 
Uniform Power of Attorney Act. Attor-
neys started using the present power of 
attorney during the Vietnam War, and in 

Through a couple of sessions and the 
strong alliances of the Construction Law 
Section,  PA15-28, which limits the time to 
initiate claims against the state (“no time 
runs against the King”) appreciatively 
passed with only two negative votes. This 
issue relates to the UConn Law School 
construction project and the act has been 
signed by the governor.

This year the Insurance Law Section 
involved themselves in HB5195, which 
contained provisions that would allow 
policyholders to decline uninsured or un-
derinsured motorist coverage. After ap-
proval by the Insurance and Real Estate 
Committee, the bill was referred to and 
then not brought to vote in the Judiciary 
Committee. Specially noted here is that it 
cannot be remembered when the CBA In-
surance Law Section, because of its cross 
sectional makeup, has taken a legislative 
position and worked a bill. 

The Real Property Section always has its 
toes in the legislative water. Bills regard-
ing “super priority” liens, commercial 
property disclosure forms, and standard-
ized real estate contracts were stopped 
quickly this session before committees 
could take votes. A little more time, was 
needed on a mechanics lien bill (SB887) 
to remove two sections that would pro-
vide the ability for anyone to place a lien 
on any service rendered for a landowner, 
not just construction related work, and 
this lien would take precedence over oth-
er liens. After its referral to the Judiciary 
Committee, the “service providers” sec-

the midst of countless advances in tech-
nology, legal practice, and the way we do 
business, the power of attorney has been 
one thing that has not changed. For the 
past five years, updated legislation has 
been proposed by the Estates and Pro-
bate and Elder Law Sections. With sup-
port from the Bankers Association, AARP, 
Legal Aid, and the Probate Administra-
tion, HB6774 finally passed through the 
persistence and hard work of a number 
of people. It was thought that a little time 
was needed to educate attorneys and the 
probate system with the bill’s changes, so 
the bill will not be effective until July 1, 
2016. It would also provide time to make 
tweaks to the bill, if necessary, in the next 
session. PA15-240 was signed by the gov-
ernor on July 7, 2015.

The Business Law Section had also been 
quite diligent in getting the Connecticut 
Business Corporation Act enacted. It took 
three sessions to move the bill and each 
year more amendments were added to 
the prior year’s proposal to modify and 
update the Model Act. Convincingly, it 
passed both chambers this session with 
only one negative vote. PA15-48 has been 
signed by the governor. The section had 
also supported a proposal to create a 
study for limited liability companies. It 
was agreed with the proponent that there 
first be a public hearing and then the bill 
would be pulled this year. The section 
met with and discussed with the legisla-
tor proponent that the section had been 
involved in a long-running study of LLCs 
to propose LLC legislation next session.
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tions were removed. Meanwhile, the sec-
tion’s long-lasting “ask” for Good Funds 
(An Act Concerning The Payment Of Mort-
gage Loan Proceeds By Wire Transfer) did 
pass through the Banking Committee but 
did not get out of Judiciary.

With the help of the Animal Law Section 
the “Beagle Bill” (PA 15-201) passed this 
year. This would require that public and 
private higher education institutions, un-
der certain circumstances, offer any ”re-
searched/tested” cat or dog to an animal 
adoption or rescue organization for adop-

by a Child or Youth and the Sentencing of 
a Child or Youth Convicted of Certain Felo-
ny Offenses.” PA15-84 has been signed by 
the governor.

Both Elder Law and Estates and Pro-
bate Sections were opposed to SB1005, 
because it was drafted poorly. The con-
cept of “AA Protecting Elderly Consumers 
from Exploitation” was worthy, and the 
proponent was on a mission to get this 
bill passed with the full support of AARP, 
who had taken the language of this bill 
from Maryland. So, rather than kill the 
bill, the sections redrafted a wonderful 
bill which, among other things, requires 
certain financial agents to receive training 
on elderly fraud, exploitation, and finan-
cial abuse. It also makes certain emergen-
cy medical service providers mandated 
reporters of elderly abuse and expands 
training requirements for employees of 
certain entities who care for someone age 
60 or older. PA15-236 has been signed 
into law by the governor.

The Human Rights and Responsibili-
ties and the Child Welfare and Juvenile 
Law Sections supported HB6849 that ex-
pands the crime of human trafficking by 
broadening the conditions under which 
the crime is committed. PA15-195 was 
signed by the governor.

In the meantime, the Human Rights and 
Responsibilities and the Elder Law 
Sections supported HB7015, “An Act 
Concerning Aid in Dying for Terminally 
Ill Patients,” if specific stipulations were 
included in the language of the bill. These 
conditions were incorporated. The Judi-
ciary Committee, though, was unable to 
get enough favorable votes to call the bill 
for a vote. So, though there was a lengthy 
public hearing, the bill did not move in 
this session.

The Litigation Section was opposed to 
increasing the limit of the small claims 
court from $5,000 to $10,000. That bill 
was left to languish in the Judiciary Com-
mittee. The section also opposed a bill 
dealing with “discovery requests.” Sec-
tion members worked with the bill’s 
proponent urging him to include out of 
state parties and that the costs be de-
fined as “unreasonable.” PA15-211 has 
been signed by the governor. This issue is 
found in Section 29 of the act. CL

tion rather than being put down.

Although the Consumer Law Section 
was hoping for the total elimination of 
a sunset on the Foreclosure Mediation 
Program, the Judicial Branch-supported 
program was extended through 2019 by 
PA15-124, which has the governor’s sig-
nature.

The Criminal Justice Section does not 
frequently agree to take legislative posi-
tions, however, their support helped in 
the passage of SB796, “An Act Concerning 
Lengthy Sentences for Crimes Committed 

A number of other CBA lobbied bills listed below 
also passed this year:
SB-900 AAC the Adoption of the Uniform Partition of Heirs’ Property Act
HB-6738 AA Implementing the Recommendations of the Program Review   
 and Investigations Committee Concerning the Federal Achieving a  
 Better Life Experience Act
SB-1033 AAC Court Operations and the Claim against the State of 
 Lori Calvert
HB-7003  AAC the Validity of Marriages

Meanwhile, we had worked on a number of bills that did not 
make it this year. Below are those bills which we may come 
back to support during the next session.
HB-6928 AAC the Uniform Recognition of Substitute Decision-Making 
 Documents Act
SB-979 AAC the Connecticut Uniform Fiduciary Access To Digital 
 Assets Act
HB-6781 AAC the Application of the Uniform Commercial Code to Certain   
 Funds Transfers under the Electronic Fund Transfer Act
HB-7047 AAC Retention of the Coparticipant Option Under the 
 Teachers’ Retirement System after Divorce, Eliminating the Cap on  
 Professional Fees Paid Out of the Retired Teachers’ Health 
 Insurance Premium Account, Ceasing the Crediting of Interest 
 on Unclaimed Contributions for Inactive Members of the Teachers’  
 Retirement System and Eliminating Certain Obsolete Language
HB-6187 AAC Court Proceedings and the Protection of Animals
SB-1128 AA Prohibiting the Use of Accelerated Rehabilitation in the Case of  
 Animal Abuse
HB-5806 AA Increasing the Minimum Amount of Assets That May Be 
 Retained by the Spouse of an Institutionalized Person
HB-6716 AA Expanding Access to Home Care
SB-286 AA Expanding Aging in Place Initiatives
SB-705 AAC a Community Spouse’s Allowable Assets
HB-6927 AAC the Recommendations of the Law Revision Commission with  
 Respect to Alimony Statutes
HB-7015 AAC Aid in Dying for Terminally Ill Patients
HB-7039 AAC Civil Immigration Detainers


