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William	H.	Clendenen,	Jr.	is	the	92nd	
president	of	the	Connecticut	Bar	Associa-
tion.	He	is	a	member	of	Clendenen	&	Shea	
LLC	in	New	Haven.	Attorney	Clendenen	has	
served clients as a lawyer for over 40 years 
and has built his reputation trying state and 
federal	court	cases.	He	has	argued	numer-
ous	appeals	in	the	Connecticut	Appellate	and	
Supreme	Courts,	and	in	the	Second	Circuit.	
He	services	as	a	Special	Master	for	the	u.S.	
District	Court	in	Connecticut	and	as	an	attor-
ney	trial	referee	in	the	Connecticut	Superior	
Court.	Attorney	Clendenen	is	active	in	local,	
state,	and	national	bar	groups.

PReSIDeNT’S MESSAGE

Random Reflections 
on the New Bar Year
Part 2

of young lawyers, ‘transitioning’ law-
yers (lawyers ‘aging out’ of the Young 
Lawyers Section), and diverse lawyers 
in the activities of CBA sections.  The 
goal of the CBA Presidential Fellowship 
Program is to (1) provide such lawyers 
with an opportunity to become more 
involved in the substantive work of CBA 
sections, enhance their knowledge of 
the section, further develop into future 
leaders, and promote the section to 
other members of the YLS and the bar.

Each Fellows appointment will be for 2 
years.  The Fellows will:
• Serve on the executive committee of 

their selected section as ex-officio 
members

• Be assigned to work with a senior ex-
ecutive committee member who will 
serve as a coach and help expose the 
Fellow to all aspects of committee 
membership

• Attend section meetings
• Become involved in a section project
• Present at a section meeting
• Serve as a section ambassador to the 

Young Lawyers Section (along with the 
Young Lawyers Section Chair) to pro-
mote membership and participation of 
other young, transitioning, and diverse 
lawyers

• Receive a waiver of all fees for section 
membership and attendance at section 
meetings

More information is available on the CBA 
website, and I look forward to the start of 
this new offering from the association.

For those of you steady readers of the 
Connecticut Lawyer’s regular column 

In my last column, I shared some of the 
good news about the CBA and some of 
the reasons why I am optimistic about 
our future.  Our Membership Commit-
tee, under our newly appointed co-chairs, 
Jonathan Shapiro and Garlinck Dumont, 
have implemented and will lead our new 
Presidential Fellows Program. Jon Sha-
piro, with the help of the committee, de-
veloped this initiative to enhance oppor-
tunities for leadership in the CBA.  In the 
announcement made at the 2015 Legal 
Conference, the program was described 
as follows:

The CBA wishes to further encourage 
and increase the active involvement 

“Time to Go Pro Bono,” you are aware 
of my push to establish a civil right to 
counsel in Connecticut.  No one can rea-
sonably dispute that we have two (2) 
class systems of civil justice in Connecti-
cut—one for the wealthy and a different 
one for the economically disadvantaged.  
Only one in five of the poor has access to 
a lawyer for their legal problems in Con-
necticut.1 Thousands of the working poor 
are unable to obtain any legal help.2  This 
is happening here in Connecticut despite 
the tens of thousands of pro bono hours 
worked by you, our members, and the 
tireless efforts by Connecticut’s legal ser-
vice providers and the hard work of our 
Judicial Branch.  

At the June 15, 2015 Legal Conference, 
Chief Justice Chase Rogers announced to 
our members that she had charged the Ju-
dicial Branch’s Access to Justice Commis-
sion with developing a Civil Gideon (civil 
right to counsel) initiative for Connecti-
cut.  The members present enthusiastical-
ly embraced her proposal.  On behalf of all 
of you, in my remarks, I promised her that 
the CBA would work tirelessly to make 
her proposal a reality.  These are exciting 
times to be a CBA member.  CL
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