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tIMe to Go Pro BoNo

By Karen DeMeola
Karen DeMeola is the CBA vice president and 
assistant dean of student life at the university of 
connecticut school of Law.

Law schools can and should play a pivotal role in shoring up 
the justice gap. Students are eager to begin their studies in the 
classroom and in the field. Incubators, pro bono pledges, bridge 
to practice programs, and an increased significance on practice-
based learning have changed the landscape for law students 
across the country. This new generation of lawyers come to law 
school and the practice with an innate understanding of technol-
ogy, an innovative spirit, and a connection to diverse communi-
ties and perspectives. Tapping law students to serve the public 
good, and to use the power of their degrees to help those mar-
ginalized by stems of privilege could bring us closer to closing 
the justice gap. 

The CBA and its committees and sections, including the Pro Bono 
Committee and the Young Lawyers Section, have engaged in suc-
cessful pro bono initiatives. The CBA will continue to play a sig-
nificant role in supporting the efforts of its sections, the judicial 
branch, legal services organizations, law schools, and firms. We 
are in a unique position to provide training, support, and space 
to attorneys interested in volunteering their time to assist indi-
viduals with legal needs. We will continue to collaborate with 
thought leaders on new pro bono initiatives, incubators and in-
novative methods of delivering legal services. 

As attorneys we have an obligation to use the unique skills and 
knowledge we possess to ensure that the justice gap closes. We 
have a long way to go in our efforts to secure equal access to jus-
tice for our communities and our citizens, but we must recognize 
the strides all stakeholders have made toward the goal. 

As chair of the Pro Bono Committee I will continue the work of 
President Clendenen and the amazing committee members who 
have dedicated their careers to serving the unmet legal needs of 
our state to ensure that access to justice for all becomes a real-
ity.  CL

Notes
1. http://www.probonoinst.org/events/annual-conference/2014-pbi-

annual-conference/remarks-from-justice-ginsburg

“Lawyers have a license to practice law, a monopoly on certain 
services. But for that privilege and status, lawyers have an obliga-
tion to provide legal services to those without the wherewithal to 
pay, to respond to needs outside themselves, to help repair tears 
in their communities.” 
– U.S. Supreme Court Associate Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg 
(March 2014, Introductory remarks at the 2014 PBI Annual 
Conference Reception.1

When our president, Bill Clendenen, handed me the reins of the 
Pro Bono Committee I was asked to take a look at a number 
of pro bono initiatives brought to the CBA for consideration. I 
felt like I was being hazed. There are unmet legal needs in each 
judicial district and a cadre of attorneys working towards meet-
ing those needs by performing individual services and creating 
new and innovative initiatives. The quality and the caliber of 
each venture represented the dedication and commitment at-
torneys have in ensuring access to justice. 

I took a step back and reminded myself of the committee’s 
charge. Article II of the CBA Constitution indicates that the CBA 
Pro Bono Committee should strive to “promote the public inter-
est through the advancement of justice and the protection of lib-
erty,” and more specifically, “facilitate the delivery of competent 
legal services to the public particularly those in greatest need.”  
The issue was not whether the CBA should become the owner 
of a particular project but instead how the CBA should partner 
and assist in service toward fulfilling to goal to provide access 
to justice. 

Our professional organizations recognize the importance of 
service. The American Bar Association Model Rules and the 
Connecticut Rules of Professional Conduct recognize the obliga-
tion of attorneys to engage in pro bono publico legal services. 
Chief Justice Rogers continues to express the commitment of 
the branch to access to justice. Most attorneys agree that the 
demand for legal services is great and there have been tremen-
dous strides in providing online and in person access. There 
are many pro bono opportunities and models of assistance 
designed to meet the needs of people in a variety of practice 
areas and a growing number in the pipeline but each initiative 
requires a greater supply of attorneys and law students to fulfill 
the demand.

Pro Bono Committee, 
the Year Ahead
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