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The Construction Law Section presented two Central Connecti-
cut University students—Alec M. Donna and Erin N. Murphy—
with the CBA Construction Law Scholarship. The scholarship 

provides support for students enrolled in the Construction 
Management or Civil Engineering Technology Degree Program 
at the university. Donna and Murphy were selected to receive 
the scholarship based on recommendations from faculty.

A senior in the Construction Management Program at Cen-
tral Connecticut State University, Donna is a member 
of the university’s Construction Law Management Club 
as well as the Alpha Lambda Delta and Golden Key Na-
tional Honor Societies. He is also a graduate of the car-
pentry program at Oliver Wolcott Technical High School. 

Murphy is currently an Assistant Estimator at Shawmut Design 
& Construction in North Haven. Prior to her role at Shawmut, 
Murphy was a carpenters’ apprentice for a historical restoration 
and preservation contractor in Stonington. She also has a small 
website design business for construction contractors and does 
architectural photography. CL

Construction Law Section Presents 
Scholarship to CCSu Students

In an effort to further encourage and increase the active involve-
ment of young lawyers, “transitioning” lawyers, and diverse 
lawyers in the activities of the CBA sections, the association has 
launched the Presidential Fellowship Program. The goal of the 
program is to provide such lawyers with the opportunity to be-
come more involved in the substantive work of CBA sections, 
enhance their knowledge of the section, further develop into fu-
ture leaders, and promote the section to other members of the 
YLS and the bar.

The Presidential Fellows, selected for a two-year term, are: 
Garlinck Dumont, Thamar Esperance-Smith, Emily Gianquinto, 
Cody Guarnieri, Lucas Hernandez, Susan Kirkeby, Jessie Opin-
ion, and Mark Riley.

On Friday, October 23, the new fellows convened at the CBA 
Law Center in the New Britain for their first meeting as a group. 
The fellows were greeted by CBA Executive Director Douglas S. 
Brown, President-elect Monte E. Frank, and past YLS Chair Jona-
than M. Shapiro for a welcome breakfast reception in which they 
discussed their expectations of and roles throughout the pro-
gram. Immediately following the breakfast, fellows attended a 
seminar titled, “Leadership in Action Workshop: A Case Study 
of Captain Jack Aubrey,” presented by Jim Flinn, VP of Opera-
tion, South Central CT Regional Water Authority. The workshop 
centered around clips of the film Master and Commander that 
segued into a group exercise in which each fellow expressed 
what he or she would have done in the situations shown in the 
clips. Their answers were then analyzed to see if their decisions 
would be effective. The first gathering of the Presidential Fel-
lowship Program was a success and all participants look for-
ward to future fellows events and activities. CL

CBA Presents the Inaugural Presidential Fellows

CBA President-elect Monte E. Frank, Membership Committee Co-
chairs Garlinck Dumont and Jonathan M. Shapiro, and Executive Direc-
tor Douglas s. Brown with the fellows.

(L to r) construction Law section executive committee Member Marilyn 
Douglas, Erin Murphy, Alec Donna, and Construction Law Section Chair 
Mark rosenblum.
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Peers & Cheers E-mail mficorilli@ctbar.org with submissions for the Peers & Cheers section.

The Workers’ Compensation Section presented Doug-
las L. Drayton with the 2015 Pomernz-O’Brien Award, 
which is presented to a practitioner who has, over the 
course of a career, exhibited excellence in the practice of 
workers’ compensation law, and/or made outstanding 
and extraordinary contributions to the practice. 

The Honorable John A. Mastropietro, Connecticut 
Workers’ Compensation Commissioner, noted Attor-
ney Drayton’s “willingness to participate in the many 
events/seminars, etc., over the course of years has been 
of invaluable benefit to those practicing in our chosen 
field. In particular, his willingness to assist young attor-
neys just starting their careers speaks volumes of [his] 

commitment to workers’ compensation. His efforts have produced a more enlightened, pas-
sionate, and prepared bar as a result.”

Attorney Drayton is a past chair of the CBA Workers’ Compensation Section and served as 
secretary of the association’s then-Committee on Workers’ Compensation that drafted ap-
pellate rules and regulations for the Connecticut Compensation Review Division. Attorney 
Drayton was also a founding member of the CBA Committee for Workers’ Compensation 
Specialization and the original chairman of the Workers’ Compensation Certification Ex-
amining Committee. He has lectured on workers’ compensation law for many institutions, 
law schools, and organizations including various bar associations as well as has testified at 
legislative committee hearings on Connecticut workers’ compensation law. CL

CBA Workers’ Compensation Section 
Awards 2015 Pomeranz-o’Brien Award

The Southport-based law firm of Brody Wilkinson PC is proud 
to announce that it will serve as a 2015-2016 season sponsor 
of the Fairfield Theatre Company. The firm is a long-time sup-
porter of Fairfield Theatre Company and received its 2014 Cor-
porate Citizen of the Year award. 

Constance Belton Green has been recognized by 
the Aurora Foundation as the 2015 Woman Philan-
thropist. Attorney Green is the first African Ameri-
can woman to receive a Juris Doctor form the Uni-
versity of Connecticut School of Law.

Dan Klau released a new CD of musical parodies of the legal 
profession titled, The Lawyer Is A Tramp Champ. All net pro-
ceeds from the sales of the CD will benefit Connecticut legal aid 
organizations. Attorney Klau is Of Counsel in the Hartford office 
of McElroy Deutsch Mulvaney & Carpenter LLP where he fo-
cuses on appellate and First Amendment litigation. 

Diane W. Whitney of Pullman & Comley LLC 
and Felice Gray-Kemp, deputy general counsel of 
Amphenol Corporation, were recognized for their 
leadership roles with the Connecticut Women’s 

Hall of Fame. Attorney Whitney will serve as chairman and At-
torney Gray-Kemp as a member of the Board of Trustees. 

Connecticut Attorneys Title Insurance Company (CATIC®) is 
pleased to announce the appointment of James M. Czapiga as 
president and chief executive officer. He will remain as presi-
dent and chief executive officer of CATIC’s parent company, CAT-
IC Financial, Inc. In addition to being the past president of the 

Connecticut Title Association, Attorney Czapiga is 
a member of the CBA Real Property Section, the 
New England Land Title Association, the American 
Land Title Association, and the Real Estate Finance 
Association of Connecticut.

Karen DeMeola, CBA vice president and assistance dean of stu-
dent life at UConn Law School, has been selected by the Con-
necticut Women’s Education Legal Fund (CWEALF) as a “One 
Woman Can Make A Difference” honoree. She was honored by 
the group at their annual awards dinner. CL

In the spirit of the season of 
giving, we want to recognize 
all of the good work that our 
members do for both the legal 
profession and their commu-
nity. Whether its volunteering 
your time in support of a chari-
ty, raising awareness for an im-
portant cause, or even achiev-
ing a professional accolade, we 
want to hear how you’re mak-
ing a difference.

If you or someone you know 
exemplifies what it means to 
make a difference, visit ctbar.
org/makingadifference to tell 
us about it. CL

Members 
Making
A Difference

cBa Workers’ compensation sec-
tion Chair Joseph J. Passaretti, Jr. 
presenting Douglas L. Drayton with 
the 2015 Pomeranz-o’Brien award.
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